THE WAR OF WORDS
AND IDEAS
the whole I doubt whether the opposition to the
Constitution will not ultimately be productive of more
good than evil; it lias called forth, In its defence, abilities
which would not perhaps have been otherwise exerted
that have thrown new light upon the science of Govern-
ment, they have given the rights of man a full and fair
discussion, and explained them in so clear and forcible a
manner, as cannot fail to make a lasting impression upon
those who read the best publications on the subject, and
particularly the pieces under the signature of Publius/*
George Washington to John Armstrong, April 25, 1788,
"So numerous indeed and so powerful are the causes
which serve to give a false bias to the judgment, that wes
upon many occasions, see wise and good men on the
wrong as well as oa the right side of questions of the first
magnitude to society. This circumstance, if duly attended
to, would furnish a lesson of moderation to those who
are ever so much persuaded of their being in the right
in any controversy. And a further reason for caution, in
this respect* might be drawn from the reflection that we
are not always sure that those who advocate the truth
are influenced by purer principles than their antagonists.
Ambition, avarice, personal animosity, party opposition,
and many other motives not more laudable than theses
are apt to operate as well upon those who support as
those who oppose the right side of a question. Were there
not even inducements to moderation, nothing could be
more ill-judged than that intolerant spirit which has, at
all tunes, characterized political parlies. For in politics,
as in religion, it is equally absurd to aim at making
proselytes by fire and sword. Heresies in either can rarely
be cured by persecution/* Alexander Hamilton, The Fed-
eralist No. 1, October 27, 1787.
O
N SEPTEMBER 20 the Constitution was laid before Con*
gress, whicli set the 26th as the day on which the new
plan would be considered. Objections were at once raised by
various members, among whom Richaxd Henry Lee of Virginia
took the lead. He had received a letter, now missing, from George
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